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SUMMER Video Auditions 

Auditions for all young musicians who wish to be considered for the Summer Music Academy Jazz Ensemble for 2019 will 

be conducted via video. You will be informed of your Performance Academy Ensemble placement in advance of camp.  

Audition materials are organized by instrument transposition: 

Instruments in C: Most treble clef instruments , incl. violin, flute, oboe, piano, guitar, etc.  

Instruments in Bb: Bb Trumpet, Tenor Saxophone 

Instruments in Eb: Alto Saxophone 

Bass Clef Instruments: Bass, Cello, Trombone, Bassoon, etc. 

Instruments in F: French Horn 

Alto Clef Instruments: Viola 

 

Audition Requirements: 
SCALES: Prepare the two scales as described. 
STANDARD: Prepare the melody of the classic jazz standard provided in an appropriate style. We suggest listening to 
recordings of the piece which can be found in record stores, on internet video sites, and on streaming services. Optionally, 
improvise over the chord changes. 
OPTIONAL SOLO: You may optionally include in your video any other material you have prepared which shows off your 
technique, knowledge and abilities as it pertains to this ensemble, or any other SMA ensemble you are interested in. 
 
How to Prepare and Submit your Video Audition: 

 Pick a well-lit room that sounds okay to your ears. Whatever room you usually practice in is probably best. 

 Use any reasonably modern digital video camera – a smartphone is perfectly fine. A tripod is helpful, but a steady 
hand will work fine too – just make sure you don’t cover up the microphone - we want the best sound quality you can 
get. 

 In the video, state your name, your age, and how long you’ve been studying your instrument. 

 Announce and then play each of your scales. 

 Announce and then play the required standard. 

 Announce and then play any other material you may have optionally prepared. 

 Upload your video to Youtube. You should be able to upload directly from your smartphone. If you don’t want to cre-
ate an account, please note that any Google or Gmail account works as a YouTube account. Use the “Unlisted” privacy 
option, and title the video as follows: “[your name] [instrument] SMA Jazz Audition” 

 Send an email with the link to the video to  Auditions Manager Matt Payne at mpayne@srsymphony.org 

  

If you are unable to produce your own video audition, or can make a video but are unable to upload it, feel free to con-
tact the Auditions Manager for assistance. Once you are registered and if necessary, we can record auditions in the 
Symphony office by appointment, and upload them to YouTube for you. 

 
 
For Specific Questions About Your Audition:  
Please contact Auditions Manager Matt Payne at 707-546-7097 x216 

Fall Audition Procedure for Santa Rosa Symphony 
Summer Music Academy Jazz Ensemble 
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Instruments in C 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 Melody Instruments: Please play the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, in a swung style. 

You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 

Rhythm Instruments: Please play the melody and chords/bassline to the following jazz standard at a 

comfortable tempo, in a swung style. You may play the melody and separately, pianists may optionally 

play melody and chords simultaneously. 
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Instruments in Bb 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 

Please play the melody of the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, 

in a swung style. You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 



 

Santa Rosa Symphony SMA Jazz Ensemble Audition Materials, 2019/2020 Season, as of 6/6/2019 

Instruments in Eb 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 

Please play the melody of the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, 

in a swung style. You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 
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Bass Clef Instruments 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 

Please play the melody of the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, 

in a swung style. You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 
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Instruments in F 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 

Please play the melody of the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, 

in a swung style. You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 
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Alto Clef Instruments 

Please play the following two scales, both straight and with swung 

eighth notes, with a full, big sound, in an octave that is comfortable 

on your instrument.  Optionally, you may play multiple octaves, as well 

as arpeggios, of these scales. 

 

Please play the melody of the following jazz standard at a comfortable tempo, 

in a swung style. You may use a metronome or other timekeeping device. 


