
FOR THE CHILDREN, 1947–NOW

The Santa Rosa Symphony is a key provider of music education in Sonoma  
County, delivering comprehensive music training and engagement both  

in the schools and through extracurricular programs, advancing students’  
curiosity, collaborative spirit, motivation for excellence and community service.  
Reflecting our commitment to breaking down barriers to access, 98 percent of the families  
whom we reach pay nothing for these services. 

INSPIRING CHILDREN
“When I think of the Symphony’s education programs, what I see is a very earnest  

and wholehearted effort to educate as many children as possible in music.”
—Tanya Boone-Alva, parent

“My greatest takeaway from the Symphony manifested when I began volunteering for 
the Simply Strings program. I realized the Santa Rosa Symphony stands for something 
more profound than simply making great musicians. They teach students to discover 

their own potential. I appreciate what the Santa Rosa Symphony taught me, and I 
reciprocate by teaching others.”

—Diego Bernal-Skala, Aspirante Youth Orchestra member

“Our students come from a variety of backgrounds and have very diverse academic 
and emotional needs. Through the Simply Strings program, I have noticed students build 

confidence, learn time management and self-discipline skills. They are encouraged to take risks and most 
importantly, they feel a part of a positive, musically focused community. The students have a strong sense of 
pride and are excited to share their learning and talents with the greater community.”

—Jenny Young, Principal, Sheppard Accelerated Elementary School
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32 

underserved children joined 
our immersive summer 
music camp for free through 
a collaborative partnership 
with Luther Burbank Center 
for the Arts’ Mariachi Camp. 

30,000 
students from across  
three counties served by the  
Santa Rosa Symphony Institute  
for Music Education. 

52 
concerts were performed by young musicians 
for schools, at community  
events and in music halls. 

$20,700 
of need-based financial aid  
was awarded to 51 young musicians,  
with zero students turned away  
for lack of funds.

ARTS ENGAGEMENT 
FOR THE FUTURE

RECORD NUMBER  
OF SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 
CONCERTS

srsymphony.org

In 2018–2019, the Santa Rosa 
Symphony Institute for 

Music Education, an award-
winning model for arts 
education recognized 
by the California Arts 
Council, held more on-
campus school concerts 

than in any other year in 
our history—sending groups 

of professional musicians to 
perform 132 free assemblies and 

masterclasses across Sonoma County, 
a 72% increase over the previous year.

To learn how you 
can support music 

education,  
please contact  

Director of 
Development  

Ben Taylor,  
(707) 546-7097  

ext. 214.

70  
instruments provided  
to disadvantaged  
young musicians for free.

“Playing percussion out in the schools  
is really a joy. We get to do what we love  

to do with a bunch of young people.  
It’s the best job in the world.”

—Allen Biggs, Principal Percussionist,  
Santa Rosa Symphony


